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It has been my pleasure to review the book and a privilege to be able to
participate in the debut celebration of Rubina Faisal’s book, Roti Khati Moortian.

The incongruity or the Contradiction of terms in the title of the book depicts the
subject matter portrayed by the essays and the stories it contains. People living
under oppression can easily be referred to as the living dead — they are like
statues that eat and move around but often with limited awareness of their own
rights. Rubina writes about the human miseries, inequities and injustices
experienced almost everywhere in the world but with special emphasis on
Pakistan.

Roti Khati Moortian is a collection of essays and columns, which have been
published in various papers during the last few years. Using an informal
language, that is, making use of popular English terminology as well as inserting
Punjabi where appropriate, Rubina has articulated her thoughts dealing with
socio-economic, cultural and the political issues that exist all over the world,
more so, associated with Pakistan and its people. In her articles, Rubina has
presented her thoughts, often with deep emotions and occasionally using satire
and humor and some times with a touch of sarcasm.

The newspaper columns and articles offer an important contribution to the
society by keeping the readers abreast with current affairs and the burning issues
of the time. The thoughts and opinions presented in columns or article, not only
have an impact on the readers individually, but may also have significant and
profound influence on the society collectively. At a minimum, the articles on the
current issues prompt a discussion or debate among the readers, an important
ingredient for the societal development and a vehicle for deeper understanding of
the issues. The columns also serve as important historical notes down the
timeline as we look back and reflect upon our past.

I would now like to present a few passages from Rubina’s book. The paragraphs
that I am going to read to you are selected to show Writer’s mood, and emotional
disposition in reaction to various day to day events that take place around the
world as a result of political discords or social dissonance.
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Theme: Chaos in Pakistan due lack of good governance
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Theme: Gender Equality
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Column Title: Every thing is under control

Theme: Informal Expression — Mixture of English and Urdu
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Theme: Democracy
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Theme: Inferiority Complex
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Theme: Prejudice — Racial, Religious, Ethnic
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Theme: On the Quislings, the Sellouts

e U PSS T i e b LU 56

z;_uub/.c_:?r/")'/_«ﬁ; t::fu;‘;?”__J{;/Léif;;t;f_"ﬁswnf/f‘/.m
fu'uué.:f'_.E_J:idggﬁs’iﬁj@i{_wk}J(—,TLLLS:;J;«JJ;E;N:_JL@
o2 M L udiSa St -ty i_sd e 2 S S
L E LBt G L g A6Ug e SUR 1l
e T taulg U 2Bt o1 g L tee Ll £ T
e S S e A o I ¥ ore (Phes e Ut
SISt LS osre ) i d 0 & S
du e L (U3 t;:flL_J,_ Z sl u:llﬂu(.?_,ﬁb».__/f. ol

/E;_.,lk}K/;Ldﬁi}}_.._ufi_)lbdijﬁ:,u{g:d)}(g_)'l;ﬁu{
freedom of < U lrt (AP SUTI ) - ULl &)

A Il K s e 2§ T\ o _<_expression

- U e tp
3



